
DEAR PARENTS,

I  AM DELIGHTED TO WELCOME BACK ALL
OF OUR STUDENTS AND STAFF FOR
ANOTHER EXCITING ACADEMIC YEAR AT
DEER PARK SCHOOL. WE HOPE THAT YOU
ALL HAD A RESTFUL AND ENJOYABLE
SUMMER BREAK. ALL OF THE YEAR GROUPS
HAVE BEEN SUPERB AND IT 'S BEEN A
PLEASURE TO WANDER AROUND THE
CLASSROOMS THIS WEEK AND CHAT TO
THE STUDENTS. 
OUR YEAR 7 STUDENTS HAVE MADE A
FANTASTIC START TO THEIR SECONDARY
SCHOOL JOURNEY. THEY HAVE SETTLED IN
REMARKABLY WELL AND ARE ALREADY
DEMONSTRATING A POSITIVE ATTITUDE
TOWARDS THEIR STUDIES AND HAVE
JOINED SO MANY CLUBS ALREADY. 
AS WE EMBARK ON THIS NEW ACADEMIC
YEAR, WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO
PROVIDING A HIGH-QUALITY EDUCATION
THAT FOSTERS ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE,
PERSONAL GROWTH, AND A LIFELONG
LOVE OF LEARNING. WE LOOK FORWARD
TO WORKING TOGETHER WITH YOU TO
SUSTAIN THE SUPPORTIVE AND AMBITIOUS
ENVIRONMENT AT DEER PARK WHERE ALL
STUDENTS CAN REACH THEIR FULL
POTENTIAL.
HAVE A GREAT WEEKEND,

 
BEST WISHES,
MR JONES 
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HEADTEACHER'S 
HELLO!

MEET MISS STENLAKE 

I ’m Rachel Stenlake,  and I ’m thri l led to
be joining Deer Park School as your new
receptionist!  Before coming here,  I
spent many rewarding years as a
veterinary receptionist ,  where I  had the
pleasure of working closely with pets
and their  owners.  My background has
taught me the importance of empathy,
attention to detail ,  and multitasking,
ski l ls I ’m excited to bring to our school
community.

I f  you see me around the school ,  please
don’t  hesitate to say hello—I’m looking
forward to meeting each of you and
supporting both students and staff .
Here’s to a fantastic journey ahead at
Deer Park School!
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YEAR 7

YEAR 8

A very warm welcome to our brand new Year 7 students and parents! I  have enjoyed
seeing them settle into their  new environment and have reminded them that we are

starting on this excit ing journey together.  
Thank you to everyone who shared their  ‘Best of Me’ activit ies from their  summer

holidays - it  was a nice way for me to put some names to faces.  
Thank you as well  for your support in making sure that your child is in the correct

uniform and ful ly-equipped to learn.  

In our assembly I  spoke to them about being Kind, Aspirational and Team-players
throughout Year 7 and indeed during their  t ime here at Deer Park.  I  would be

grateful  i f  you could reinforce this at home. 

Best wishes,
Mr M. Parnell

Welcome back to Year 8 after the summer holidays! I  really hope that al l  of  you
were able to spend time with those closest to you, and that you were able to rest

and recharge ready for another fun-fi l led year!

This year wil l  be an important one for Team 2028, as they wil l  begin to think
about their  options in the latter part of  the academic calendar and choose the

path that is r ight for them as they move closer to Key Stage 4.  In our f irst
assembly,  we discussed the importance of continuing to demonstrate how to ‘be

your best self ’  to those around you, and the characteristics required to do this
successful ly.  

As a cohort ,  Team 2028 were incredible during their  t ime in Year 7.  I  cannot wait
to see them flourish further,  and to see what Year 8 has in store!

Kind wishes,
Mrs Wilson



Welcome back to Year 10 after the Summer break; I  hope that you all
managed to recharge the batteries and f ind some time to enjoy the break.  In
our assembly on the f irst  day back,  we took inspiration from some Olympics

heroes and their  stories of success and how they got to the top of their  game.
I  asked students to relate these stories to their  own journey through KS4

towards their  GCSE results.  I t ’s  scary to think that this is now the 4th t ime I ’ve
welcomed the year group back in September! I  look forward to seeing where

this academic year wil l  take Year 10,  both in and out of lessons.
Kind regards,  

Mr Smith

WWW.DEERPARKSECONDARY.ORG

 YEAR 9
A warm welcome back to Year 9 after their  summer holidays.  I  hope all  of  the

students (and parents!) found time to switch off  and have come back
refreshed and ready for the challenges of this important year.  In assembly on

the f irst  day back,  we discussed the signif icance of hitt ing the ground
running, and emphasised the impact that a posit ive student-teacher

relationship can have on progress during these GCSE years.  
I  know how excited the cohort are about starting with their  chosen pathways,

and I  look forward to sharing many posit ive updates throughout the year.  
Al l  the best,
Mr Gregory

YEAR 10
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The Education for l i fe programme is our PSHE curriculum which supports students
to be responsible,  healthy,  confident and respectful  young adults prepared for l i fe

and work in an ever changing world.  There are three key themes that al l  year
groups wil l  focus on throughout the year:

Health & Wellbeing 
Relationships

Living in the Wider World

This half  term we are focussing on Health and Wellbeing. The programme consists
of Education for l i fe lessons,  tutor sessions and assemblies.  The entire school

focuses on the same theme at the same time, building on their  knowledge each
year.  Please see below for a brief  outl ine of what each year group wil l  be studying

this half  term

SUBJECT SPOTLIGHT: EDUCATION FOR LIFE

In this unit  students wil l  be exploring
how to maintain a healthy l i festyle to

ensure both physical and mental
health.  They wil l  focus on the

importance of eating healthi ly,
completing regular exercise and having
a good bedtime routine.  They wil l  also
be introduced to emotional wellbeing

and understand what affects this.

In this unit  students wil l  explore issues
surrounding drugs and alcohol.  They
wil l  gain an understanding of the law
surrounding drugs and alcohol ,  along
with the different types of drugs.  They

wil l  study in depth the social ly
accepted drugs of alcohol and tobacco
with an emphasis on their  effects and

with regards to alcohol ,  how to stay
safe.  

Students wil l  gain an understanding of the
law surrounding drugs and alcohol ,  along

with the different types of drugs.  An
important part of  the unit  wil l  be exploring

how peer pressure has a big impact on
people’s choices to consume drugs and

alcohol and providing students with
strategies to deal with this.  Students wil l

explore the concept of addiction and
where to access help and support for this

as well  as the effects of drugs on
individuals and others.

YEAR 9 - PEER INFLUENCE, SUBSTANCE
ABUSE & GANGS 

YEAR 10 MENTAL HEALTH 

YEAR 7 - HEALTHY ME YEAR 8 - DRUGS & ALCOHOL 

In this unit ,  students wil l  be exploring
Mental Health with a particular focus

on how to recognise signs that
someone might have a mental health
issue such as depression,  stress and

anxiety.  Students wil l  look at the
range of support available for those

with emotional or mental health
problems as well  as exploring healthy
coping strategies in order to be able

to overcome these.  
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On Friday 20th September,  Deer Park wil l  be holding a Non-School Uniform
day to raise awareness of Jeans for Genes Day. The Jeans for Genes

campaign raises awareness of the daily challenges faced by those l iving with
a genetic condition and raises money to fund projects that make a tangible

difference to the l ives of those affected. Students wil l  have an assembly
highlighting where some of their  money wil l  go,  as well  as a tutor session

where they wil l  learn about different genetic diseases.

JEANS FOR GENES DAY - FRIDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER

FRANCE TRIP - OPEN TO YEAR 10 FRENCH GCSE STUDENTS 

May half  term 2025 - More information to fol low. Speak to Mrs Angell
for specif ics.
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ST JOHNS & ST LUKES VOLUNTEERS

This week we were fortunate
to have volunteers from St

John’s and St Luke’s
churches visit  every

assembly to introduce
themselves.  Starting from
Tuesday 17th September

they wil l  be in school every
Tuesday lunchtime offering

a drop in session for al l
students.  This wil l  include

an opportunity for students
to speak to them, complete
some creative activit ies or

play a good old game of
UNO!

We hugely appreciate them
volunteering to help

support Deer Park.

NATIONAL BREAKFAST WEEK

I t  was lovely to see parents,
students and staff  share

breakfast on Friday as part
of the National Breakfast

Week. A great way to start
the day!

Special  thanks to the
kitchen and all  staff  who
helped out on the day. 



STUDENTS SEGMENT 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION & SPORT UPDATE
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Ben

WELCOME  
BACK 
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TERM DATES FOR THIS
ACADEMIC YEAR CAN BE

FOUND HERE

POLITE REMINDER: ALL MEAL DEALS ARE £3.20 AND SERVED AT
BREAK 2.  THE DAILY LIMIT TO SPEND IS £7.50 UNLESS YOU HAVE

ASKED US TO CAP THIS.  HOT FOOD IS ALSO AVAILABLE AT BREAK
1.  IF  YOU RECIEVE THE FSM ALLOWANCE OF £3.20,  THIS DOES

NOT GET RESET FROM BREAK 1  AND IS TO BE USED ACROSS THE
DAY. IF  YOUR CHILD DOES FALL INTO A NEGATIVE BALANCE A
RED SLIP WILL BE ISSUED AT THE OFFICE AND A PHONE CALL

HOME WILL BE MADE TO ASK TO TOP UP THE ACCOUNT. WE CAN
NO LONGER ALLOW PURCHASES ON OVERDRAWN ACCOUNTS.

MANY THANKS.  

YEAR 7UPCOMING DATES
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If you shop in Asda please help us to raise
funds for our partner school Boorley Park

with their Cashpot for Schools Scheme 

https://www.deerparksecondary.org/information/term-dates/


As part of  our ongoing
commitment to student

safety,  we are reaching out
to you to reinforce the

importance of road safety.
We wil l  be discussing this

topic with our students and
believe that a consistent
message from both home

and school wil l  be
particularly effective.  By

discussing these topics with
your children and setting a
posit ive example,  you can

help them develop safe
habits that wil l  last a

l i fetime. 
Thank you for your continued

support.

L INK TO ROAD SAFETY VIDEO 
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CAR PARK

For the safety and security of al l  students and staff ,  please be reminded that
the school car park is reserved exclusively for those who hold a valid car park
pass or a Blue Badge .  We kindly request that you do not use the car park for

general drop-offs or collections (Unless you are collecting your child during the
day for an appointment).

To ensure a smooth and safe drop-off  and pick-up process,  please uti l ize the
designated drop-off  points available on Sika Avenue.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in helping us maintain a
secure environment for everyone.

https://www.think.gov.uk/resource/expect-the-unexpected/?fbclid=IwY2xjawFQJDJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZCn7XPmdtUzkEkdRZiCmRUTOS58iZuxXVlWF64MNhAcOcfQPYlG7uH1TQ_aem_tO4YLmn_t1JSlpPa76m-fA
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ABSENCES

Please, where possible, could you contact us before 8.30am if your child is unable to
attend school. Absences can be recorded via the Insight App or by e-mailing
absence@deeparksecondary.org. Alternatively please call the school on 01489 351100
and select option 1 to report your child absent.

I f  you need to request an authorised absence from school ,  for example
for holidays,  attending family funerals,  etc Parents wil l  now need to

complete an online google form. This should make it  easier for parents
to complete.  The l ink for the form is here.

HOLIDAY FORMS

Lost Property

All  lost property is kept in the Library (LRC).  I f
your child(ren) has lost anything, please ask

them to collect anything that belongs to
them. Items wil l  be kept for 3 weeks and then

donated.

 Thank you.

mailto:absence@deeparksecondary.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScKM1UVivYfqCvE8Y9YbOkCuyD53ZO-P9UvuX_jiVVrHG37pg/viewform
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MANAGING ANXIETY
This month we’re running webinars which offer

practical support strategies for you,  parents and
students about managing anxiety.

Let parents know about our KoothTalks webinar
‘Helping your child manage anxiety’  - please

share this l ink in your next parent mail .

We kindly request that
no nuts are to brought

to school.  those who
suffer from nut

allergies can develop
a severe,  potential ly

l i fe-threatening
allergic reaction.

https://koothplc.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d59bd9b5bcf63d9845647aa1f&id=7e1e985bfa&e=373b8bd3f5
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