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HEADTEACHER'S 
HELLO!

MEET MRS WATSON

Please, where possible, could you contact us before
8.30am if your child is unable to attend school.
Absences can be recorded via the Insight App or by e-
mailing absence@deeparksecondary.org. Alternatively
please call the school on 01489 351100 and select
option 1 to report your child absent.

ABSENCES

I t  has been a real ly busy t ime here
at Deer Park with the students

excel l ing in so many areas.   The
European Day of Languages was
great fun and certainly pushed
some of us out of our comfort
zones! This coupled with the

Macmil lan Coffee Morning produced
some amazing continental themed
cakes - we certainly do have some

budding Bake Off  stars in the
making… 

Al l  of  the sports teams have been
bri l l iant with some superb results .
We’re real ly proud of what they do
(especial ly the Year 7s who were

drenched on Monday night yet kept
smil ing!) 

Both Open Evening and Open
Morning were a great success and

the students were exceptional when
showing around and interacting

with potential  new students.   They
are a fantastic group of students
and it  was a pleasure to hear the
posit ive feedback about them al l .

I  hope you enjoy reading through
the newsletter and as ever i f  you

need anything we are here.  

Regards,  Mr Jones

Hello,  I  am Mrs Watson and I  am one of the
Assistant Headteachers at Deer Park.  I  joined
here in September,  the same t ime as our
new year 7’s .  I t  has been so lovely gett ing to
know al l  of  the students,  they have al l  been
so fr iendly and welcoming. I  also teach RE
within the Humanit ies department and am
passionate about these subjects enabling
students to explore the world around them
both in the present and in the past.  
Outside of school I  have two young chi ldren
of my own and our weekends  are usually
busy with things l ike football  and parkruns!
I  have loved my f irst  few weeks here at Deer
Park and would l ike to thank everyone for
making me feel  so welcome.

https://www.deerparksecondary.org/information/term-dates/
mailto:absence@deeparksecondary.org
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YEAR 7

YEAR 8

 YEAR 9

Year 7 continue to make their  mark on Deer Park! I  am seeing so many pieces of
amazing work in lessons,  and our staff  keep tel l ing me how fantastic they are
as a year group! Last week we had a visitor in our assembly,  John, who spoke

about the importance of cl imate change awareness and how we can all  do our
bit  to help our environment.  Many students also took advantage of the ‘Bike Dr’

session,  and had their  bikes serviced ready for the winter months.  Please
continue to be amazing, Team 2028! Mrs Wilson

Year 8 have maintained their  excellent start to their  second year at Deer Park,
with teachers continually commenting on how settled and engaged they are
with their  learning. In a recent assembly on mental health awareness,  Year 8
were introduced to Ikigai -  A Japanese concept that combines the terms iki ,

meaning “al ive” or “ l i fe,”  and gai ,  meaning “benefit”  or “worth”. In Japan, during
medical testing,  doctors wil l  ask patients about their  Ikigai to help determine

their  sense of self-worth and well-being. With this year being so important with
regards to choosing their  options,  i t  is  a great t ime for the group to consider

their  future aspirations.  Mr Gregory

Over the past fortnight,  Year 9 have continued to work well  with their  new
option subjects,  and settle into their  new timetable.  Many students

embraced the challenge of ‘ trying something new’,  and hopefully we have
fostered some new hobbies through participation in the extra curricular

opportunit ies at Deer Park! 
Recently we have had some fantastic successes with our Year 9 sports

teams; notably the netball  team who performed incredibly well  at a recent
fixture.  I  also had the pleasure of refereeing the Year 9 football  team who
performed bri l l iantly in their  f irst  league game last week - it  was great to

see them all  performing so well  as a team, and showing great
sportsmanship to the opposit ion; a reminder of why I ’m so proud of this

year group. Mr Smith
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION & SPORT 

During the f irst  few weeks of term it  has become increasingly tr icky to get lost
items of PE clothing back to their  owners.  Please can name tags be added into

PE items of uniform to help the department get lost items back to their  owners.  

EXTRA CURRICULAR  

Well  done to those who have started their  after school sporting clubs here at
Deer Park.  We strongly encourage all  pupils to attend a PE club once a week.

Regular attendance and strong school values on display throughout the day wil l
be recognised by staff  and teams selected based on al l  of  these factors.  A

special  mention to those who made their  Year 7 league debut (25th Sept).  Thank
you to our year 9 match off icials Leon A,  Oliver B and Cian O’C. (Team below).   
Congratulations to the Deer Park Junior gir ls football  team who won their  f irst

league match 3-2! (Team below)

Player of  the match  

Yr9 Netball  - Grace A & Masie B
Yr9 Gir ls Football  - Poppy O’C
Yr9 Boys Football   - Harry K (GK) 
Yr8 Boys Football   - Jacob M
Yr7 Boys Football  - Joel H
Yr 7 Gir ls Football  - Annabelle B (GK)
& Layla S
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GCSE PE |  Year 9

I t  has been fantastic to have our f irst  GCSE PE students starting their
examination journey. They have so far explored the skeletal  system, muscles
and the role of the skeleton in sport.  Please feel  free to discuss their  learning

with them, they should be able to recall  5 muscles and 5 bones in both the
upper and lower body. 

October is Black History Month in the UK,  an event that has been celebrated
nationwide for more than 30 years.  

Black History Month is a t ime for reflection on the past and posit ive change
for the future.  The annual celebration recognises and values the inspirational
individuals and events that have,  and continue to shape history.  During Black

History Month,  we remember and celebrate important people from the past
and also those who contribute to society today.

The theme for this year is ‘Saluting our Sisters’  and looks specif ically at black
women throughout history and the contributions they have made to society.
Al l  students explored Mary Seacole and Li l ian Bader in tutor t ime and there

are also assemblies and competit ions running throughout this month.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH



Extra Curricular clubs

Please f ind attached this half  term’s Extra Curricular t imetable.  Students are sti l l
welcome to join any club that they haven’t  already signed up to even if  they have
already begun 

Final Extra Curricular t imetable Autumn 1 2023 - Google Docs
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Every year,  we celebrate World Mental Health Day on Tuesday 10th October,
with a theme for each year.  This year,  the theme is ‘Mental health is a

universal human right. ’

We regularly remind students of the importance of maintaining posit ive mental
health,  and a recent assembly gave 10 t ips in maintaining this:

    Take t ime to focus and to unfocus
Practice self-love

Do something you love,  and schedule t ime for this
Practice gratitude

Maintain physical health
Forgive yourself

L imit your social  media use
Focus on posit ives

Connect with yourself
Establish human connect

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY

#HELLO YELLOW 

Deer Park School wil l  be supporting World Mental Health Day on Tuesday 10th
October by taking part in #HelloYellow. Al l  money raised wil l  go to supporting

the Young Minds charity.  Al l  donations are welcome.

Students can wear non-school uniform but in order to ful ly support the day ,
they have been asked to wear something yellow and join thousands across the

country to stand out and support young people's mental health.  

                              You can f ind more information
about #HelloYellow here.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_2f33HXLyOSo5DYIayk_4x11krDXbW4EfZf1moc1tWI/edit
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/support-us/fundraising/helloyellow/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/support-us/fundraising/helloyellow/


On Tuesday 26th September,  we celebrated European Day of Languages around
school.  Many teachers took part in the challenge alongside the Languages

Department,  including Maths,  PE and ICT.  I t  was great for the students to be
greeted in a different language across a variety of lessons and to experience

language diversity within our school.  In tutor t ime, students were asked to
complete a quiz which incorporated l inguistic phrases as well  as a knowledge

of European languages and f lags.  Students used Spanish key words whilst
practising their  Football  ski l ls  and students in Maths went through their  Times

Tables in a variety of languages.  
Madame Brazao had the opportunity to teach Year 8 students some

Portuguese,  which the students thoroughly enjoyed. 
On Wednesday 27th September,  the canteen produced a splendid array of
foods including Churros and Merguez Frites.  Merci  beaucoup Chef Sylvie!

Alongside our MacMil lan coffee morning, students were invited to participate
in a Cake Exhibit ion.  This was a great success with a range of entries across

the school.  

Jeans for Genes  

Students raised awareness of genetic diseases by wearing their  jeans to
school on Friday 22nd September.  As a school ,  we raised a fantastic £386
which wil l  directly help those affected by genetic diseases in getting the
help and equipment they need. The highlight of the day was undoubtedly
the ‘Dance in Denim’ disco at lunchtime - thank you to Miss Cotteri l l  and

Miss Webb for organising!

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES
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MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING

New York Maths Trip - October 2024 (current year 9 students only)

This week in assembly Mrs Stratton talked to Year 9 students about an
excit ing opportunity to visit  New York in October half-term next year.  Please
keep an eye on your inbox for a letter with al l  the details including it inerary

outl ine and payment details.

Macmil lan Coffee Morning was a great success! A
huge thank you to al l  of  those who donated and

brought cakes on the day - you really have made a
difference to such a wonderful  charity.  We raised

just over £137!!  
A special  thank you must go to the students who
very much ran the event themselves - Isabella D,

Jacob B,  Maisy T,  Kiki  M H & Lottie M. 
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Lost Property

All  lost property is kept in the hygiene room
(next to f irst  aid) .  I f  your child(ren) has lost

anything, please ask them to collect anything
that belongs to them. Thank you.

School Photos

All  parents have been sent a personal email  with their  l ink to view and order
packages.

The order closing date is Tuesday 10th October for free delivery to the school - i f
you have any questions,  please email  info@smileYellow.com

Young Carers 

At Deer Park we recognise that some students have additional
responsibi l i t ies as a Young Carer.  A Young Carer is a student who wil l  care for

any family member due to an i l lness,  disabil ity or any other circumstances
that may mean they support others in the home and therefore may need a

litt le extra support whilst  here at school.  Year 7 recently received an
assembly that explained to them what a young carer is .  In tutor next week al l

year 7 students wil l  be invited to complete a google form which wil l  enable
them to self  identify as a young carer so that they can join our Deer Park

Young Carers group. Please encourage your child(ren) to do so i f  they are a
young carer.
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UPCOMING DATES

Rotary Shoebox Appeal

As a school we are supporting our local Rotary Club and invit ing each tutor
group to put together at least one shoe box to be donated to the Rotary

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal.
This is a scheme to aid disadvantaged children in countries such as Albania,

Montenegro,  Moldova, Romania,  Kyiv,  Lviv and Ukraine.
Students have al l  completed a tutor session explaining to them what can be

included in this and we are asking for al l  donations to be brought in on Tuesday
17th October.  
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ONLINE SAFETY
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