
DEAR PARENTS,

WHAT ANOTHER FANTASTIC FORTNIGHT IT
HAS BEEN AT OUR SCHOOL! I  AM DELIGHTED
TO SHARE SOME HIGHLIGHTS WITH YOU IN
THIS NEWSLETTER AND HOPE YOU ENJOY

TAKING THE TIME OUT TO READ ABOUT SOME
OF THE INCREDIBLE THINGS OUR STUDENTS

HAVE PARTICIPATED IN.  

OUR RECENT OPEN EVENING WAS A
TREMENDOUS SUCCESS. IT WAS WONDERFUL

TO SHOWCASE OUR TALENTED STUDENTS,
DEDICATED STAFF,  AND VIBRANT SCHOOL

COMMUNITY.  
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO

CONTRIBUTED TO MAKING THE EVENING SO
SPECIAL.  OUR OPEN MORNINGS WERE

EQUALLY SUCCESSFUL AND I  WOULD LIKE TO
EXTEND MY THANKS TO ALL STUDENTS THAT
LED PARENT TOURS AT THESE EVENTS. THE
FEEDBACK FROM PROSPECTIVE PARENTS

ABOUT THE POLITENESS AND CONDUCT OF
OUR STUDENTS WAS EXEMPLARY.

THANK YOU AS ALWAYS FOR YOUR
CONTINUED SUPPORT AND PARTNERSHIP

HAVE A GREAT WEEKEND

MR JONES
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HEADTEACHER'S 
HELLO!

MEET MRS APPLEGATE

Hi,  I  am Miss Applegate,  the new
Head of ICT and Computer Science. I

join the enthusiastic and caring
current team of Mrs Fosbraey and

Mrs Yale,  with whom I  share the
same passion and enthusiasm for

Computing and New Tech. I ’m
excited to bring Computer Science
into the range of subjects we have

to offer and I  have already met
some wonderful  Computer Scientists
waiting to pick their  choices in Year

8 (and even Year 7!)

In my own time I  mainly care for my
lovely 5 year old daughter and 1

year old son,  when I  get the chance I
love to go out walking in the

countryside (mountains where
possible) and I  also enjoy getting

out on the water on a SUP,
bodyboard or boat of any kind.

I  am really enjoying getting to know
all  the students,  staff  and parents

and becoming part of  the
community here at Deer Park.
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YEAR 7

YEAR 8

I  am pleased to report that Year 7 have continued to make an excellent
impression at Deer Park.  Feedback from lessons,  tutors and their  contribution to

extra-curricular has al l  been posit ive.  I  couldn’t  have wished for more as their
Head of Year!

In the recent assemblies we have spoken about protected characteristics and
the use of discriminatory language; we have encouraged students to ‘call  each

other out’  and / or report any instances to a member of staff .  We are an
inclusive school and celebrate diversity.  I  would be grateful  i f  you could

reinforce this message at home. 

During this week’s assembly we talked about team-work and how students have
different strengths and weaknesses; we set the group up with a variety of

challenges which they responded very well  to.  Watching the f inalists in the
‘keepy-up’ challenge wil l  l ive long in the memory!

As we approach half-term, t iredness wil l  inevitably kick-in.  Please can you
support them in ‘digging-in’  and maintaining the good habits that they have

shown to date.  

Regards,

Mr Parnell

We’ve had another successful  two weeks in Year 8! In lessons I  have heard
about everything from ‘who was to blame?’ for the Titanic disaster in History to
pairs of antagonistic muscles (and what they do!) in Science. I  also saw some

amazing ‘smash shots’  in Badminton and had fun playing the World Trade
game in Maths where students showed off  their  construction ski l ls .  I t ’s  been

fantastic!

This week we also had ‘Cipher Day’ ,  which entailed the whole year group
combining their  WW2 knowledge with their  ICT and Mathematical ski l ls .  The
presentations at the end of the assembly were incredible,  and were a real

testament to the hard work students had put in al l  day.  

Keep up the great work,  Team 2028!

Kind wishes,

Mrs Wilson
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 YEAR 9

YEAR 10

I  wanted to share with you some of the wonderful  words from teachers of Year 9,  which I
shared with the year group in assembly.  They continue to impress in the classroom,

and are clearly making some excellent progress.  

I  have been super impressed by my GCSE Drama group. They have had an eagerness
and wil l ingness to engage and participate from the very beginning. 

Their  confidence and commitment to the lessons has been bri l l iant to see,  and I  am
extremely excited to see them excel to their  maximum potential .   Miss White

I  have absolutely loved teaching Year 9.  They have all  started really enthusiastically
and for a teacher who loves to teach art it  makes the lesson so enjoyable and I  always
look forward to seeing them. Every single art student puts 100% effort  in what they do,
although the work can be at t imes challenging. I 've had 60% of art  students ask me to

give them home study or want to take their  books home to practise which is something
I haven't  seen in any year group before.

I  hope this continues because it  reminds myself  why I  am doing this job! Miss Halkett

I  am incredibly proud of my Year 9 class's resi l ience and perseverance during our
recent topic on energy,  which involved many complex calculations.  They have put in

tremendous effort ,  and their  hard work truly deserves to be recognised! Mr Shoushtari

Fantastic work Year 9 - lets keep it  going!

Thanks,
Mr Gregory

Over the past 2 weeks,  Year 10 have continued to make a good start to the
academic year,  both in and out of the classroom. The recent Open Evening

saw many of the year group supporting staff  with various activit ies that were
on display,  and others leading tours for parents.  Feedback from Year 6 parents

was incredible,  with a number of Year 10s being individually mentioned for
their  bri l l iant effort  - well  done Year 10!

In a recent assembly,  we looked at the story of ‘The Tongan 6’ ,  a group of
students who found themselves stranded on an island for 15 months in the

1960s.  The theme of the assembly was teamwork,  and looking at how you can
use your strengths to support others in your team, be this a sports group,

family,  year group or class.  I  asked the group to think about the strengths they
bring to groups and to f ind ways they can support others through using their

ski l ls .

Mr Smith
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SUBJECT SPOTLIGHT: MATHS

YEAR 9 - YEAR 10 -  

YEAR 7 - YEAR 8 -  

Here at the Mathematics Department at Deer Park we aim to develop each
student’s confidence and achievement in mathematics through regular

practice and experience of a variety of approaches and methods. Our hope is
that Mathematics is an enjoyable activity in which al l  students can participate
and succeed, while at the same time sparking curiosity and an appreciation -

if  not love! - of the STEM subjects.

Year 7 have completed their  baseline
assessments and are beginning to
learn the basics of algebra in their
Maths lessons.    Coming up over the

next few weeks they wil l  have the
opportunity to make stop motion

videos,  and use their  investigative
ski l ls and their  protractors to learn

about shape and angles

Year 8 have been exploring the
impact and application of Maths in

the real world,  competing in the World
Trade Game using raw materials and

their  construction ski l ls to make as
much money as possible for their

countries.    Coming up, they wil l  be
exploring space through Standard
Form and continuing to grow their

knowledge of data presentation
methods.

Year 9 have made a great start to
their  GCSEs,  demonstrating their
ski l ls and knowledge in Algebra,

Shape and Angles.    Throughout the
Autumn term they wil l  be moving on
to harder equation solving,  patterns
and sequences,  and start to look at

area and volume of 2D and 3D
shapes.

All  of  our Year 10 students have been
recapping their  number,  algebra and
construction ski l ls at the start of  the

year.    
Foundation students wil l  be moving

on to Scatter Graphs and units of
scale after the half-term break,  while
Higher students wil l  be learning about
Surds and Surface Area of 3D shapes.
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CAREERS INFORMATION

Click here for the most recent Labour Market Information Bulletin (LMI)

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/NCJ4PBOi8UAUmzaF?ref=Link


ORGANISATION  OPEN EVENT DATES* APPLICATION DEADLINE

Barton Peveril 6th Form College
www.barton-peveril.ac.uk  25th September 202426th September 2024 Deadline - 14th February 2025(applications

open 16th September

Bitterne Park 6th Form College
www.bitterneparkschool.org.uk 9th October 2024 No fixed deadline (advised to apply early)

CEMAST & CETC (Lee-on-the-Solent)(South Hampshire College Group)
www.fareham.ac.uk/cemast 13 November 2024   3 February 2025 No fixed deadline (avised to apply early)

Eastleigh College(South Hampshire College Group)’
www.eastleigh.ac.uk

23rd October 202419th November 202426th
March 2025 21st June 2025 No fixed deadline (advised to apply early)

Fareham College(South Hampshire College Group)
www.fareham.ac.uk

15th October 202421st November 202419th
March 2025 28th June 2025 No fixed deadline (advised to apply early)

Itchen 6th Form College
www.itchen.ac.uk 17th October 2024   19th October 2024 30th

April 2025 No fixed deadline (advised to apply early)

Peter Symonds 6th Form College
www.psc.ac.uk 1st & 2nd October 2024 Deadline - 9th December 2024(applications

open 16th September)

Richard Taunton 6th Form College
www.tauntons.ac.uk

19th September 202413th November 2024 11th
June 2025 No fixed deadline (advised to apply early)

Southampton City College(South Hampshire College Group)
www.southampton-city.ac.uk

10th October 202412th November 2024 20th
March 202514th June 2025 No fixed deadline (advised to apply early)

Sparsholt College
www.sparsholt.ac.uk 5th October 20249th November 2024 No fixed deadline (advised to apply early)

St Anne’s 6th Form College
www.stannes6th.uk 10th October 2024 Deadline - January 2025

UTC Portsmouth
www.utcportsmouth.org 2nd October 20249th November 2024  Deadline - December 2024

SETA Engineering Apprenticeship
www.setatraining.co.uk

19th October 2024 (Workshops)11th February
2025 (Fair) Click here for current vacancies

PETA Apprenticeships
www.peta.co.uk - Click here for current vacancies

Paragon Skills Apprenticeships
www.paragonskills.co.uk - Click here for current vacancies

Steve Willis Training Apprenticeships
www.stevewillis.com  - Click here for current vacancies

Apprenticeships
www.apprenticeships.gov.uk - Click here for current vacancies
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COLLEGE/APPRENTICESHIP PROVIDER OPEN EVENTS - YEAR 10
Please see an outl ine below of local colleges and Apprenticeship providers,  their  open evenings
dates and their  application deadlines.  Please refer to individual provider websites for details of

how to book your attendance and check the events are sti l l  taking place on the advertised
dates.

https://barton-peveril.ac.uk/
https://barton-peveril.ac.uk/
http://www.bitterneparkschool.org.uk/
http://www.fareham.ac.uk/cemast
http://www.eastleigh.ac.uk/
http://www.fareham.ac.uk/
http://www.itchen.ac.uk/
http://www.psc.ac.uk/
http://www.tauntons.ac.uk/
http://www.southampton-city.ac.uk/
http://www.sparsholt.ac.uk/
http://www.stannes6th.uk/
http://www.utcportsmouth.org/
http://www.setatraining.co.uk/
https://www.setatraining.co.uk/apprenticeships/current_vacancies.html
http://www.peta.co.uk/
https://careers.peta.co.uk/
http://www.paragonskills.co.uk/
https://paragonskills.co.uk/information/apprentices/apprenticeship-vacancies/
http://www.stevewillis.com/
https://stevewillis.com/apprenticeships/
http://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-apprenticeships
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YEAR 10 WORKSHOP WITH THE PAPER BIRDS THEATRE COMPANY

Our Year 10 students recently took part in an excit ing workshop with The
Paper Birds Theatre Company, a renowned UK-based company known for its
unique approach to devising theatre.  The Paper Birds special ise in creating
original ,  social ly engaged performances,  often inspired by real-l i fe stories

and issues.
This session marked the beginning of the students'  GCSE Drama journey,

particularly focusing on the devising unit .  Students explored new creative
techniques,  storytel l ing methods,  and collaborative practices that wil l  shape

their  future performances.  I t  was a fantastic opportunity to learn from
professionals,  develop their  ski l ls ,  and start their  coursework with confidence!

GOOGLE LONDON TRIP

Don’t  forget to sign up to our f irst  ever tr ip to the Google Off ices in London
on Tuesday 5th November 2024:

Exclusive Year 10 ICT GCSE tr ip - 42 spaces 
Just £33! 

Letters have gone out and payment is on ParentPay
Three excit ing industry expert led sessions on AI ,  AR and Cybersecurity

A tour of the off ices
Breakfast AND lunch provided (including a smoothie station!)



STUDENTS SEGMENT 
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BOOK OF THE MONTH
OCTOBER: BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Legendborn is a young adult  fantasy novel by Tracy Deonn about
a Black teenage gir l  who discovers a secret society of magic and

has to join them to discover secrets about her heritage, as well
learn about her destiny.

The story
Bree Matthews, 16,  enrolls in an early college program at UNC-
Chapel Hi l l  to escape her childhood home and the memories of

her mother 's death.  However,  her f irst  night on campus, she
witnesses a magical attack by a demon. A mysterious boy,

Selwyn Kane, tr ies to erase her memory,  but Bree remembers and
sets out to learn the truth.  She discovers that she's had her

memory wiped before,  on the night her mother died. 

The Legendborn
Bree infi ltrates a secret society of Legendborn,  descendants of

King Arthur and his knights,  with the help of Nick,  another
descendant of King Arthur.  She must prove herself  to the

Legendborn through a series of tr ials.  

Legendborn won the Coretta Scott King Award/John Steptoe
Award for New Talent and was nominated for the Los Angeles

Times Book Prize.  

Tracy Deonn writes stories with strong characters of colour to
inspire young writers and readers,  to encourage them to

celebrate and embrace their  heritage and draw strength in
knowing your own history.

Mrs A Wil l iams
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Black History Month Webinar

On Monday 7th October,  over 70 pupils
signed up to attend a Black History Month
Webinar hosted by Speakers for Schools.

During this session,  Delroy Beverly,
Oxbridge graduate,  business director and

ministerial  advisor shared his story and
personal insights on leadership and

resi l ience. Pupils enjoyed hearing which
historical f igures continue to inspire

Delroy,  and why he believes Black History
Month is such an important celebration

within our communities.  Thank you to al l
who attended. 



Internet Safety Poster for Children by High Speed Training w w w.highsp e e d training .c o.uk

WWW.DEERPARKSECONDARY.ORG

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & SPORT UPDATE

The PE department is excited to announce an opportunity for local
businesses to partner with us by sponsoring our outstanding teams. Your

support can make a signif icant impact on our students while providing your
business with valuable community exposure.

Why Sponsor Our Teams?

Community Visibi l i ty:  Your business name and logo wil l  be prominently
displayed on the team kit ,  reaching a wide audience.

Posit ive Brand Association:  Al igning with youth sports fosters goodwil l  and
demonstrates your commitment to supporting local init iatives and healthy

li festyles.

YEAR 9 BOYS - HAMPSHIRE CUP 

Bayhouse School 1  - Deer Park 1  
Deer Park won 4-1 on penalties

GCSE PE 

Quick f ire question to support your child's learning

Year 9 - Name three bones in the arm and three bones in the leg 
Year 10 - What is the difference between ski l l  and abil ity? 
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Cipher Day 

Year 8 students took part in Cipher Day,  in preparation for the upcoming
Bletchley Park Trip.  Pupils started the day with talks from Miss Outhwaite

and Mrs Wilson,  learning about the Enigma Machine,  and the importance of
codebreaking during WW2. Year 8 then had the opportunity to learn a variety

of different codes,  before solving the mystery of who kidnapped the Year 8
Deer Mascot!  I t  was an amazing day and everyone worked together to learn

new ski l ls .  A huge congratulations to al l  who took part.
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Literacy at Deer Park 

In September,    we were extremely lucky to have a visit  from American
Fantasy and Science Fiction author,  Maria V Snyder.  She’s been on the New
York Times bestseller l ist ,  won a dozen awards,  and has earned her Masters

of Arts degree in Writ ing from Seton Hil l  University.

She has been visit ing the UK as part of  a special  book tour and we were
lucky enough to grab her for a talk and creative writ ing session at Deer

Park.  

60 budding readers and writers were invited to l isten to Maria discuss her
journey into becoming a published author,  the ups and downs of writ ing,  and

where she gets the inspiration for her stories.  They then did some of their
own fantastic writ ing,  using prompts from Maria to get their  creativity

going! 

Al l  the students left  with a smile on their  faces and a signed bookmark to
take home to remember the day. 

NASAL FLU IMMUNISATION - TUESDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2024

You wil l  have received an email  asking you to give you consent to the Nasal
Flu Immunisation.  This wil l  take place at school on Tuesday 22nd October

and is offered to al l  students.  There are no needles,  just a quick spray of the
vaccine up the nose,  offering protection from seasonal f lu.  

Even if  you do not wish your child to have the vaccine,  please complete the
form to indicate this as it  wil l  save a lot of  t ime on the day.

If  you have any questions,  please email  f irstaid@deerparksecondary.org and
we’l l  do our best to help you. 

mailto:firstaid@deerparksecondary.org
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EXTRA CURRICULAR



CAR PARK

For the safety and security of al l  students and staff ,  please be reminded that
the school car park is reserved exclusively for those who hold a valid car park
pass or a Blue Badge .  We kindly request that you do not use the car park for

general drop-offs or collections (Unless you are collecting your child during the
day for an appointment).

To ensure a smooth and safe drop-off  and pick-up process,  please uti l ize the
designated drop-off  points available on Sika Avenue.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in helping us maintain a
secure environment for everyone.

TERM DATES FOR THIS
ACADEMIC YEAR CAN BE

FOUND HERE

Polite reminder:  All  meal deals are £3.20 and served at break 2.
The daily l imit to spend is £7.50 unless you have asked us to

cap this.  hot food is also available at break 1 .  i f  you recieve the
fsm allowance of £3.20,  this does not get reset from break 1  and

is to be used across the day. i f  your child does fal l  into a
negative balance a red sl ip wil l  be issued at the off ice and a

phone call  home wil l  be made to ask to top up the account.  we
can no longer al low purchases on overdrawn accounts.  many

thanks.  

YEAR 7UPCOMING DATES
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Just a reminder that should students decide to pierce their  nose they wil l  need
to wear a clear retainer or plaster.  To avoid conversations around not being

able to take the piercing out in the f irst  4 weeks of the piercing please do not
allow your child to get their  nose pierced during term time. Many thanks for

your cooperation.

https://www.deerparksecondary.org/information/term-dates/
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ABSENCES

Please, where possible, could you contact us before 8.30am if your child is unable to
attend school. Absences can be recorded via the Insight App or by e-mailing
absence@deeparksecondary.org. Alternatively please call the school on 01489 351100
and select option 1 to report your child absent.

I f  you need to request an authorised absence from school ,  for example
for holidays,  attending family funerals,  etc Parents wil l  now need to

complete an online google form. This should make it  easier for parents
to complete.  The l ink for the form is here.

HOLIDAY FORMS

Lost Property

All  lost property is kept in the Library (LRC).  I f
your child(ren) has lost anything, please ask

them to collect anything that belongs to
them. Items wil l  be kept for 3 weeks and then

donated.

 Thank you.

mailto:absence@deeparksecondary.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScKM1UVivYfqCvE8Y9YbOkCuyD53ZO-P9UvuX_jiVVrHG37pg/viewform
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