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HEADTEACHER'S 
HELLO!

Please, where possible, could you contact us before
8.30am if your child is unable to attend school.
Absences can be recorded via the Insight App or by
e-mailing absence@deeparksecondary.org.
Alternatively please call the school on 01489 351100
and select option 1 to report your child absent.

ABSENCES

My name is Miss Philpot.  I  joined Deer
Park in September with the new year 7
cohort and I  am one of the Geography
teachers here.  I  am passionate about

encouraging students to understand our
world better and to encourage them to

be global cit izens.  I  also teach Education
for L i fe and have some wonderful  year 7
RE classes this year too.  In my previous
school I  also taught Health and Social

Care.
I  have also spent some time studying for
my masters in Psychology and Sport and

Exercise Psychology and I  am currently
running a psychology club at Deer Park,

which started in the new half  term. I
intend to encourage students to learn

about a new subject that wil l  help them
to understand others and themselves

better.  I  also enjoy dance and I  am sti l l  a
keen tap dancer as well  as painting and

creating prints!  

MEET. . . . . . . . .

I  just wanted to take a moment to
shine a big,  bright spotl ight on the

amazing work the students have
undertaken over the past two

weeks.  Their  creativity,  enthusiasm,
and dedication to learning never
ceases to amaze us here at Deer

Park.  I  am sure as parents you are
incredibly proud. 

Each and every student brings
something unique to the school ,
and it 's  this diversity that makes
our school community so vibrant
and special .  From their  insightful

questions to their  innovative ideas,
your children continually show us

what it  means to be part of  our
community.  

A quick message to the students -
remember,  your bri l l iance isn't  just
about grades or achievements; it 's
about the kindness you show, the

support you offer ,  and the
determination you exhibit  every

day.
So,  keep shining bright,  exploring

new extra curricular opportunit ies,
and being the amazing individuals

you are.  You make our school
community proud.

https://www.deerparksecondary.org/information/term-dates/
mailto:absence@deeparksecondary.org
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YEAR 7

YEAR 8

YEAR 9

The beginning of this half  term has been a busy one, with many opportunit ies for them to
get involved in!  Students have looked at their  f irst  ever set of report data with Mrs Dixon,
Black History Month with Mrs Watson and the Unifrog Careers Platform with Mr Hastings.
Students have been urged to continue their  contribution to the year group ethos of ‘be

your best self ’ ,  and I  have challenged them to grasp every opportunity given to them at
Deer Park School.

Year 7 have had their  f irst  set of report data released this half  term, and I  am incredibly
proud of the hard work and effort  they continue to put into our school community.  Al l

students should congratulate themselves on this bri l l iant achievement! 

Please continue to be amazing, Team 2028!
Mrs Wilson

Year 8 recently had an excellent assembly delivered by
Suzie from Sustrans on the theme of clean air .  Students

were presented with a series of facts backed up by
scientif ic evidence outl ining the issues of polluted air ,  and

what we can do as a school to reduce this in our
community.  Whilst  introducing a topic which wil l  continue

to be talked about for years to come, it  also covered
several elements of the GCSE Science and Geography

curriculum, giving Year 8 a taste of lessons to come next
year.  I t  was great to see how many students walk and

cycle to school ,  doing their  part in reducing our carbon
footprint.  Certainly one takeaway for the staff  in assembly

was learning that leaving your car engine idl ing for 1
minute releases 150 balloons worth of toxic gases into the

atmosphere! 
Well  done Year 8 - keep up the good (and green) work.

Mr Gregory

In last week’s assembly,  we had some special  guests as Channel 4 came in to talk
to the year group about various roles available in the TV industry.  The speakers
also surprised Year 9 by announcing the winners of a national competit ion from

last year - it  was an entry from some of our own! The winners were al l  given
trophies and told of an excit ing prize that awaits them; congratulations to the

winners;  your preview was excellent!

As you read this,  Year 9’s teachers wil l  be busy inputting data for the f irst  report of
the year.  When you receive the report ,  please take the t ime to talk it  through with

your son/daughter;  especially any BFL targets that come up with turquoise or blue
behaviour grades.  With this being the f irst  report for Year 9,  i t  is  important that

any targets are acted on in lessons in order for students to reach their  potential  in
subjects.
Mr Smith



SPOTLIGHT: PE

Year 7 |  Curriculum Learning

Year 7 are exploring the physical ski l ls
of badminton alongside their  netball
outdoor lessons.  The weather has yet

to beat us,  so well  done to those
remembering to pack their  extra layers
underneath their  PE uniform. How many

posit ions in the picture here can they
recall  on the netball  court so far? 

Year 8  |  Curriculum Learning

New topics awaited year 8 this half
term with volleyball  taking place.

The students have been able to
identify similarit ies and differences
between volleyball  and badminton

and continue to enhance their
physical ski l ls using a range of new

techniques during volleyball  games. 

Year 9 |  Core PE Curriculum

Year 9 core PE has seen some competit ive netball  games taking place with
students focusing on their  defensive ski l ls;  marking, defending from the front

and creating pressure.  During rugby all  students wil l  look to enhance their
techniques and the introduction of contact wil l  occur for those wishing to do
so. A letter has been sent home with l inks to purchase a mouthguard on our

skoolkit  website (https://www.skoolkit .co.uk/school-uniform/1260)

GCSE PE |  Year 9

Quick f ire questions to support your child with their  learning:
Name three muscles in the upper and lower body

Locate the patel la
What is the difference between a l igament and a tendon? 

https://www.skoolkit.co.uk/school-uniform/1260
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Trips

Thank you for your continued support with signing up to tr ips we have on
offer.  We are currently in the process of producing a tr ip booklet for parents
to be able to see what tr ips wil l  be launched in the future.  We aim to have a
wide range of residential  and non-residential  tr ips so that al l  students are
in a posit ion to enjoy them as we understand that some of our bigger tr ips

might not be accessible to everyone. 

YEAR 8 ANTI-BULLYING SURVEY - PLEASE COMPLETE THE CONSENT FORM.

Deer Park are proud to be one of only 18 schools across the country involved in
the United Against Bullying Plus programme. With this,  the school benefits
from engaging in a number of activit ies to ensure we remain a kind school

that stands up to bullying. One of the tasks is for Year 8's to partake in a
survey but we need parental consent for this.  Please can we ask that you f i l l  in

the consent form sent to you recently asap if  you haven’t  already so that we
as a school can complete the survey by the 1st December deadline.  Many

thanks



As mentioned by Mr Smith,  six of  our students won the Channel 4 / 4 Schools
Pitch a Programme competit ion.  The students met with Mrs Yale every Thursday

tutor t ime last term to create a presentation and trai ler for a show idea;
focussed around how in our society we are Altogether Different - and

celebrating what that means to modern Britain.  The trai ler can be seen HERE.

As part of  their  prize,  the students wil l  head to The Record Hall  Studios in
London to explore behind the scenes.  The students wil l  receive a podcast
masterclass where there wil l  be a chance for them to record a podcast,

discussing their  show idea - Not Again! As well  as this,  they wil l  participate in a
talk from one of the leading podcast producers,  Ben Cartright and hopefully get

to meet some famous podcasters… 

Well  done to Lola Wil l iams, Katie-Mae Lush,  Isabella Thomas, L i ly Hornett ,  Dexter
Leggett and Dylan Palmer!

YEAR 7NEW YORK MATHS TRIP - OCTOBER 2024 (CURRENT YEAR 8 STUDENTS ONLY)

Last week in assembly,  Miss Braiden talked to Year 8 students
about an excit ing opportunity to visit  New York in October

half-term next year.   There are 15 places available to year 8
students - a letter was sent out last week with al l  the details
including it inerary outl ine and payment details.   Deadline for

the deposit  payment is Wednesday 22nd November 2023.

CHANNEL 4 COMPETITION - DEER PARK WINNERS!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sxobGQ64lmEXRD7TjfwN6KCNhuMQ3hVS/view


This year,  al l  pupils at Deer Park wil l  be given access to a brand new reading
program 

called ‘Sparx Reader’ .  This is a reading, comprehension and vocabulary
programme that aims to get al l  young people reading regularly to help

improve their  l i teracy.

Al l  pupils have completed a Sparx Reader Test to help us determine their
Sparx Reading Level .  This then gives pupils access to their  own personalised

EBook l ibrary where they can unlock lots of excit ing features! 

Pupils wil l  be given the opportunity specif ically to use Sparx Reader during
their  l i teracy sessions,  Monday Week A,  but they can use it  at any t ime - day

and night!  Please encourage them to do so.  

Happy reading! 

Mrs Smith 
Literacy Coordinator 
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 EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS

Please f ind attached this half  term’s Extra Curricular t imetable.  Students are
sti l l  welcome to join any club that they haven’t  already signed up to even if

they have already begun 
FINAL EXTRA CURRICULAR TIMETABLE AUTUMN 2 2023 - GOOGLE DOCS

SPARX READER

CHRISTMAS CAROLLING

Following the success from last year,  Hi l l ier Garden
Centre has asked if  we can carol sing at the opening
of their  Christmas Fayre this year,  on Thursday 30th
November.  Al l  students are invited to join;  a consent

form has been shared with you on ParentPay.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_2f33HXLyOSo5DYIayk_4x11krDXbW4EfZf1moc1tWI/edit
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EQUALITY & RIGHTS ADVOCATES CONFERENCE

On Wednesday 15th November members of the Deer Park Diversity Focus
Group were fortunate to attend this terms Equality & Rights Advocates

(EARA) Conference. They had the opportunity to work with students from six
other local secondary schools and share a variety of things that each

school is doing. The conference also had Dennis Smith as its guest speaker
who told them about the Windrush and his own experiences of growing up in

the UK and becoming a nurse for the NHS. The common theme throughout
his talk was ensuring that he ‘turned up’ regardless of his own self  doubts.  I t

was incredibly inspirational.

Students also spent t ime exploring the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and have started to make plans to drive Deer

Park from its current Bronze UNICEF status to Si lver.

Well  done to Jess P,  Ciaran W, Jayven K,  Amar S,  Owen B and Harry G for
representing the school so superbly!
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Anti Bullying Week - Monday 13th - Friday 17th November 

Throughout this week Deer Park staff  and students have ‘made a noise’
about bullying! The week began with Odd Socks Day and lots of activit ies in

tutor t ime to ensure that students understood the importance of this.  

In tutor sessions,  in lessons and at break and lunch students have had the
opportunity to create kindness cards,  fr iendship bracelets and take part in
an anti  bullying poetry competit ion.  Students have also designed ceramic
ti les with anti  bullying messages that wil l  be displayed around the school.

The f inale of our weeks events wil l  involve our Anti  Bullying Ambassadors
participating in a virtual conference led by the Anti  Bullying All iance to

discuss questions around bullying such as ‘can you bully someone without
realising it?’  ‘what do you say to a bully after they’ve said something to
you?’  and ‘does bullying mostly happen in school or outside of school?’  
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Wellbeing Youth Conference - Thursday 16th November

On Thursday 16th November Deer Park was proud to host the fourteenth
annual Youth Wellbeing conference sponsored by Eastleigh Borough Council

and led by Stacey Mil ler .  Four schools with around 60 students in total
attended a variety of workshops al l  centred around the theme of wellbeing.

The conference was opened by the Lord Mayor of Eastleigh and various
organisations delivered workshops on things such as boosting mood with

food, self  esteem and sexual health and wellbeing. 

Al l  schools were given t ime to create an action plan that they can then
implement - we can’t  wait  to put into action some of the great ideas that

Deer Park students have!
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UPCOMING DATES

Lost Property

All  lost property is kept in the hygiene room
(next to f irst  aid) .  I f  your child(ren) has lost

anything, please ask them to collect anything
that belongs to them. Thank you.

Christmas Silent Disco!
On Wednesday 13th December we wil l  be holding a Christmas Si lent

Disco for al l  students.  The year groups wil l  be split  across two
sessions and more details wil l  fol low nearer the t ime but get the date

in your diary! Al l  money raised from this event wil l  go towards our
Dance Live entry and help with things l ike costumes, make up and set

design. 
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THE NATIONAL  SLEEP HELPLINE

https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/national-sleep-helpline/
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/national-sleep-helpline/
https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/national-sleep-helpline/
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