
Another phenomenal half  term. The
students have excelled themselves once
again - Dance Live! was an epic
performance on Monday evening and we
are so proud of al l  they accomplished.
There have also been some huge sporting
successes have taken place and I  am
personally looking forward to celebrating
these with the teams after half  term.

I  also need to mention the dreaded
'parking'  word again.  Firstly,  thank you for
your ongoing support on Sika Avenue - it
has made a huge difference to the
students crossing by the front of the
school.  With regard to the main car park,  I
have worked with the external company
that is control l ing the site to resolve the
tickets issued on the 25th January.
However,  please can all  users be mindful of
only parking in designated parking spaces.
The company wil l  t icket any vehicle that is
parked on verges,  not in bays etc.  (My staff
have also discovered this so you are not
alone!) We do need to consider the safety
of al l  users and not restrict access to the
main building or leisure facil i t ies for
emergency vehicles.   

I  wish you all  a good half  term break - the
students certainly deserve it  and we look
forward to welcoming them back into
school on Tuesday 20th February.  

Best wishes,

Mr Jones
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HEADTEACHER'S 
HELLO! MEET MR MCNULTY

Hello,  My name is Mr McNulty and I  am
the new Learning Mentor.  I  have worked

in education for the past 3 years in
different settings supporting those who
are anxious to access school and those

who were unable to access
mainstream school succeed in

vocational courses such as carpentry,
which also encouraged me to try my

hand at carpentry building items
needed around my house.  

I  have a strong sporting background
starting from a young age, where I  was

introduced to Basketball  by a PE
teacher at my school who went out of
her way to help me f ind a club to join.

This led me to joining many other
sports such as Athletics,  Gymnastics

and Boxing.  I  have worked as a
Personal Trainer supporting people of
many different ages,  including young
teenagers,  to become strong, healthy

and to be able to enjoy l i fe or the sport
they play.   

Outside of my sporting pursuits I  also
enjoy building and painting miniatures
such as Warhammer and on occasion
playing.  As well  as drawing, reading,

3d modell ing on the computer and the
occasional video game when I  can f it  i t

in.
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YEAR 7

YEAR 8

YEAR 9

The sporting wins just keep on coming for Team 2028! On Monday 29th January,  a
select group of students travelled to the Eastleigh and Winchester cross country

championships to represent Deer Park.  I  am so proud to announce that our boys team
came fourth overall ,  and our gir ls team have been crowned distr ict champions!

Congratulations to al l  involved.

In lessons,  students have continued to show the best version of themselves - I  have
seen beautiful  interpretations of ‘a starry night’  in Art ,  programming your own

adventure in IT and Choropleth maps in Geography! Well  done for continuing to
impress members of staff  at every turn.

February off icial ly marks the halfway point of Year 7,  and what a journey it  has been
already. Ensure that you take the t ime to rest over the half  term holiday,  ready and

raring to go for when we return!

Kind wishes,
Mrs Wilson  

On Thursday 8th February and Thursday 14th March, Deer Park wil l  be hosting an anti-
bullying workshop with Year 8.  This session is being run by Kidscape, a London-based

award winning bullying prevention charity,  whose aim is to equip children with
techniques and mindsets al lowing them to stay safe.  The sessions wil l  be 90 minutes

long, and held in tutor groups. Thursday 8th February wil l  involve Elk,  Fal low and Javan,
whilst  Roe and Sika complete their  sessions on Thursday 14th March. As a reminder to
parents as well  as students,  students can report a bullying concern to their  tutor,  via

the Pastoral Wellbeing Room, or by email ing wecare@deerparksecondary.org.  

I  hope all  of  you have a restful  half  term - when we return the pathways process wil l
continue with a series of assemblies and excit ing GCSE taster lessons.  

Thanks,  Mr Gregory

It ’s been another busy fortnight for Year 9,  with some students taking to the (dry)
slopes for another training session before the ski  tr ip,  mathematicians taking part in

the UKMT Maths Challenge, and some of our gir ls football  team competing against
Hamble in a league f ixture.

In assembly last week,  I  talked about teen-sensation Luke Litt ler ,  and his dramatic r ise
to the top of the darts world; l inking his story back to perseverance and how he has

managed to achieve his goals through determination and hard work.  I  asked students
to think about how they manage situations they f ind diff icult  and if  there are any

mindset changes they could put in place to make them more perseverant.  
For students,  a l i tt le reminder that your second set of report data wil l  be collected just
after ½ term. This is a good opportunity for you to see the progress you have made in

your KS4 lessons.
When you get there,  I  hope you all  have a great half  term break; a t imely chance to

recharge our batteries!

Mr Smith



SUBJECT SPOTLIGHT: SCIENCE 
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YR 7 CURRENT LEARNING

YR 9 CURRENT LEARNING

In science we continue to deliver a curriculum based on our core values;
retrieval practice,  to reinforce understanding with practical application and a

balance between core knowledge and scientif ic ski l ls .  

At present our year 7s are looking at
separating mixture,  plant l i fe and

energy. These build on the
fundamental concepts that they

have been taught in the f irst  term
and wil l  form core foundational

knowledge for the curriculum that
awaits them .  After half  term year 7s
can look forward to learning about

electrical circuits,  space, acids and
alkalis and human reproduction.  I f

you have any queries regarding the
human reproduction topic please
contact the school via the usual

email  address and one of the team
wil l  get back to you.

YR 8 CURRENT LEARNING

Year 8 are currently looking at
Waves,  the periodic table and
gaseous exchange including
respiration.  They wil l  also be
given a taster lesson to help

them gain an insight into GCSE
lessons next year as they

immerse themselves in the
pathways process.  After half  term
they wil l  be studying magnetism,

reactivity and genetics.  

Our students are al l  stepping up to the challenge of the foundation GCSE
course this year with most students achieving exceptionally well  against

target in their  half  termly assessments.  Classes are now f inishing the
structure and bonding topic which looked at ionic,  covalent and metall ic

bonding and moving on to either Electrical Circuits or Organisation in
Plants and Animals.  



Children’s Mental Health Week wil l  take place from 5th to 11th of February,
with the theme of ‘My Voice Matters’ .  I t  was set up by children’s mental health

charity Place2Be and shines a spotl ight on the importance of children and
young people’s mental health.

How does Children’s Mental Health Week l ink with l iteracy?

We’ve long known that a love of reading and writ ing can help children f lourish
at school and go on to succeed at work and other ventures in l i fe.  But we now

know that reading and writ ing for enjoyment can also play a vital  role in
helping children lead happy and healthy l ives.  In 2018,  The National L iteracy

Trust Foundation found:
Children who are the most engaged with l i teracy are three t imes more l ikely

to have higher levels of mental wellbeing than children who are the least
engaged (39.4% vs 11 .8%) 

In a recent Annual L iteracy Survey with The National L iteracy Trust,  they asked
children and young people aged 8 to 18 to reflect on the reasons why they

read: 
3 in 5 (59.4%) children and young people said that reading helped them to

relax
Nearly 1  in 2 (46.0%) said reading made them feel happy

3 in 10 said reading made them feel more confident (29.8%) or helped them
deal with problems (27.3%) 

At Deer Park,  we encourage all  of  our young people to engage with different
ways to support their  mental health and well-being. Reading is a powerful

and fun way to maintain a healthy mind! 
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LITERACY
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LITERACY

As a school ,  we are constantly looking to create l inks with our local
community and last month,  we had a tr ip to The Snowdrop Care Home. We
arranged to take a small  group of students to read and spend some time

with the residents.  This was a lovely opportunity which benefited the
students and residents al ike.  

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY WEBINAR

On Friday 26th June, a group of year nine
pupils took part in a Holocaust Memorial  Day

webinar hosted by the National L iteracy Trust.
Within this webinar we heard from a Holocaust
survivor,  Mala Tribich and author Tom Palmer.

Mala shared her insights into Holocaust
remembrance, and answered fascinating

questions sent in from schools around the
country.  We were lucky enough to have one of

our questions from Hannah G in Year 9
answered on the zoom call ,  which focused

around the aims of Tom Palmer's book which
told the story of Mala and her older brother
who survived the Holocaust,  and were later

reunited in England. 
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DANCE LIVE! 2024

On Monday 5th February,  56 students from years 7,  8 and 9 performed at the
Portsmouth Guildhall  as part of  the Dance LIVE 2024 event.  We had a

fantastic day dancing to music,  watching performances from other schools
and most of al l ,  f inally having the chance to perform our piece that we have

been working on since September.  

The stage crew were a huge asset to our team, assisting with the l ighting,
f i lm and props but also getting involved in helping the dancers to get ready

with their  costumes and make up. Our dancers also demonstrated true
professionalism throughout the day as they performed the choreography

beautiful ly on stage in front of a l ive audience. 

Whether they were a part of  the stage crew team or performance team, their
hard work,  dedication and team effort  not only led to a bri l l iant performance
on stage, but also helped to win 2 awards on the night;  the Technical award

and Costume award. 

Keep a lookout on our social  media as more pictures are to fol low. 
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ECO FOCUS GROUP
This term Eco Focus group has been working with Sustrans from Eastleigh
council ,  learning new ways in which we can improve the air  quality of our

local area. After taking some samples of the air  composit ion at different sites
across the school and sending them off  for testing,  the students have been
learning about natural air  quality indicators.  Last Friday the students went

hunting for l ichen around the school to see which sites had the worst affected
air .  Next Friday,  Eco Focus group members wil l  be working together on

designing a school wide campaign for reducing our air  pollution.
A huge thank you from Miss Emmett & Miss Philpot to our amazingly dedicated

and passionate students for al l  your hard work so far!  

Year 7s have had a really great t ime baking a range of sweet items:
Flapjack,  Gingerbread biscuits,  Jammy biscuits,  Cookies and Viennese biscuits

this term.
They have enhanced their  ski l ls  in method of making, shaping and their

enjoyment of baking.

Well  Done Cooking Club!
Mrs Marshall

YEAR 7 COOKING CLUB
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MATHS
We love to encourage enrichment and creativity in al l  of  our students,  and

there’s been lots of opportunity for that over the last few weeks of this half-
term.  Year 9 have been creating 3D shapes from Nets,  Year 8 have been

graphing Mario Kart races and Year 7 wil l  be competing in the Maths Olympics
on the last day of half-term.  In addition to that,  our Year 9 Mathletes took

part in the Intermediate Maths Challenge, a national competit ion run by the
UKMT - results are in soon, f ingers crossed for some awards this year!!!

Wherever possible,  we l ike to showcase our students'  work and this week’s
entry is an amazing poster created by Natalya K.  in 7S1 showcasing lots of the
topics we have covered since the beginning of the year.   I ’m sure you’l l  agree

it ’s a beautiful  piece of work!

PATHWAYS

Today has seen the pathways booklets sent home with students to share
with yourselves at home. Please take the t ime to look through these and

read them careful ly with your Children. These booklets should help to start
to form some ideas about the subjects they may wish to choose. I f  your

child is absent today you can access the online booklet here and they wil l
receive their  paper copy after the half  term. Our pathways website page

has also been updated with key dates and information including our
frequently asked questions document.  After half  term the subject

assemblies wil l  begin for al l  students.  

https://www.deerparksecondary.org/assets/Deer-Park-Pathways-Booklet-2024.pdf
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION & SPORT UPDATE

What an incredible few weeks for our students and teams. During curriculum
learning many students are now exploring the social  pi l lar ski l ls through

application of the rules and laws of the games they are experiencing in year 7
& 8 with great confidence. My particular highlight is seeing the application of

the defensive l ine ski l ls in football  with more offsides than a usual premier
league Saturday f ixture l ist .

Our sports teams have had some recent incredible performances with some
pictures below from recent events.  

Pic1 - Eastleigh KS3 Gir ls Football
Champions 

Layla S,  Esmee L,  Zara D,  Jessica K-H,
Jessie A,  Holl ie M, Moll ie H,  Anabelle

B,  Isabella F,  Grace F

The gir ls played tremendous football  and
are showing such great tactical knowledge
beating local schools Wyvern,  Hamble and

Wildern without conceding a single goal.
Special  mention to Holly M (Yr7) for two
fantastic goals and a debut goal for the

senior gir ls football  team the week before.
Anabelle B for some outstanding goal

keeping is continuing to show great talent
ensuring the team went through without a
single loss.  The team has been awarded a

free breakfast with Mr Jones
(Headteacher) on Friday 1st March! The

next round wil l  see us travel to Stoneham
football  complex on Thursday 7th March to

represent Eastleigh in the Hampshire
Schools Finals.  

Wildern Year 7/8 Gir ls alongside Deer
Park.  Both qualifying for the next round!



Year 7 Gir ls - 1st  Place - Champions 
Year 8 Boys - 2nd Place - Runners up!

Special  mention to the fol lowing runners who qualif ied for Eastleigh to take part in the Hampshire
Championships on Tuesday 5th March, who have also been awarded a free breakfast with Mr Jones

(Headteacher) on Friday 1st March! 

Qualifying runners for Team Eastleigh:
Year 7 Gir ls - Adora O, Bel la P,  Amelia U,  
Year 8 Boys James H,  Jayden C, Harry G
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION & SPORT UPDATE

NETBALL FIXTURE TUESDAY 30TH JANUARY 2024

On Tuesday 30th January
some of our year 7

netballers headed off  to
Redbridge school for week

2 of their  netball  league
fixtures.  The talented group

came away with an
amazing 3/3 wins against

local Southampton
schools!  Well  done Year 7
Netballers who f inish 4th

overall  in their  f irst  league
event!

EASTLEIGH & WINCHESTER RUNNING SUCCESS

HAMPSHIRE SCHOOLS COUNTY BADMINTON FINALS - YEAR 9 
ON TUESDAY 20TH FEB (FIRST DAY BACK) WE TRAVEL TO WESTGATE FOR THE HAMPSHIRE SCHOOLS BADMINTON FINALS.
WELL DONE TO THE TEAM WHO PLAYED IN SOME CHALLENGING MATCHES RECENTLY V SWANMORE. TUESDAY 20TH FEB -

08.15 LEAVE FROM DEER PARK. 
TEAM BELOW:

BOYS: CAMERON L,  CHRIS RC, EWAN H,  OLIVER B,  HARRY K,  MAX B,  OLIVER M
GIRLS:  MAISY T,  LAUREN C, KATIE E ,  POPPY O-C, MAISIE B,  EMMA M

GCSE PE |  QUICK FIRE QUESTIONS TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD'S LEARNING
1- WHAT ARE THE FOUR CHAMBERS OF THE HEART

2- NAME THREE TYPES OF BLOOD VESSEL
3- STATE THREE RECOVERY METHODS USED AFTER EXERCISE



YEAR 7

 EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS

ABSENCES
Please, where possible, could you contact us before
8.30am if your child is unable to attend school.
Absences can be recorded via the Insight App or by
e-mailing absence@deeparksecondary.org.
Alternatively please call the school on 01489 351100
and select option 1 to report your child absent.

TERM DATES FOR THIS ACADEMIC
YEAR

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO VIEW TERM
DATES FOR THIS ACADEMIC YEAR

(2023-2024).

Please f ind attached this half  term’s Extra Curricular t imetable.  Students are
sti l l  welcome to join any club that they haven’t  already signed up to even if

they have already begun 

Extra Curricular Spring Term 1

Lost Property

All  lost property is kept in the hygiene room
(next to f irst  aid).  I f  your child(ren) has lost

anything, please ask them to collect anything
that belongs to them. Thank you.

UPCOMING DATES

mailto:absence@deeparksecondary.org
https://www.deerparksecondary.org/information/term-dates/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eKfL3AeDUjiBhedVRpf8p-thqywqGlJWDqwbV0hcnJc/edit
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ONLINE SAFETY
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